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wife may take her own course, how can a joint household
be run when the one compels and the other rebels ?
A. This question is partly answered in the answer to
the first. A wife is not bound to be an accomplice in her
husband's crimes. And when she holds anything to be
wrong, she must dare to do the right. But seeing that the
wife's function is to manage the household and thus to
cook, as the husband's is to earn for the family, she is
bound to cook meat for the family, if both have been meat-
eaters before. If, on the other hand, in a vegetarian family
the husband becomes a meat-eater and seeks to compel
the wife to cook for him, the wife is in no way bound to
cook what offends her sense of right. The peace of a house-
hold is a most desirable thing. But it cannot be an end in
itself. For me the married state is as much a state of disci-
pline as any other. Life is a duty, a probation. Married life
is intended to promote mutual good both here and here-
after. It is meant also to serve humanity. When one
partner breaks the law of discipline, the right accrues to
the other of breaking the bond. The breach here is moral
and not physical... It precludes divorce. The wife or the
husband separates but to serve the end for which they had
united. Hinduism regards each as absolute equal of the
other. No doubt a different practice has grown up, no one
knows since when. But so have many other evils crept into
it. This, however, I do know that Hinduism leaves the indi-
vidual absolutely free to do what he or she likes for the
sake of self-realization for which and which alone he or she
is born.
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